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What main challenges do you face? 

• Reaching the unreached –
convincing disadvantaged 
groups to participate
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What main challenges do you face? 

• Building synergies
among community
members through
the arts as interface
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What main challenges do you face? 

• Revealing valuable
contributions of 
disadvantaged / 
disregarded groups
to integrate them in 
society
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COVID19 measures:
most activities
outdoors, 
wearing masques, 
keeping distance, 
using disposable tools 
and materials 
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What do you expect to be 
the most important results of your research?
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• Contribution to evidence-
based policymaking: 
developing multidisciplinary
methods for capturing,
assessing and harnessing
the societal impacts of the
arts 



• Designing new educational
spaces and frameworks
for using arts
to overcome societal
challenges of
disadvantaged, neglected
and special needs groups
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What do you expect to be 
the most important results of your research?



What do you expect to be 
the most important results of your 
research?

• Reducing isolation among
minority groups from
peripheral EU regions
through participation
in the arts

• Empowering girls and women through
fostering and recognising their creative
endeavours
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What are the 
main gaps in 
knowledge 
you are 
addressing?

Flip question: What do we know about art as a 
means to address social challenges?

Notoriously difficult question to answer. 

Culture has ontological, anthropological, aesthetic 
meaning. 

The value of culture may be intrinsic, individual, 
instrumental, or institutional (Grinell, 2020).

Linked to the limitations of the “natural science” 
experimental model of research and evaluation. 



A systematic literature 
review 
• Aim: explore research on the broad 

topic of the social impact of the arts, 
with attention to marginalisation issues 
regarding vulnerable groups in society.

• Peer-reviewed articles in English, Time 
period: 1990-2019.

• PIO-model (population, Intervention, 
Outcome.



A first quantitative 
selection of 110 
articles was read 
according to inclusion 
and exclusion criteria 
commonly used in SLR 
(Kitchenham 2015).

Thirteen articles 
selected. 

Analytically derived 
themes:

Effects on cognitive and psychological learning 
skills, children, young people and the elderly.

Effects on knowledge gain and knowledge 
dissemination, health and preventive action 
among children and young people.

Testimonies of marginalization in drama 
production, Effects on wellbeing and self-esteem 
among young people and refugees,

Effects on social inclusion, “at-risk” young people. 



What don’t 
we know? 
What areas 
need more 
research?

Populations other 
than young people 
in English-speaking 

countries

Interventions 
other than 

theatre/ 
performing arts

Outcomes other 
than health, well-

being



What are the specific research aspects of the arts 
not adequately addressed by the current R&I projects?

• Affective and creative 
development is evaluated, but 
skills studies are rare. 
If you want to give a net, not 
just fish, you need to know if 
and how projects developed 
important life skills.
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• Thinking and acting models 
that work well in middle-class 
environments must be 
adapted, tried and tested for 
disadvantaged populations.
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What are the specific research aspects of the arts 
not adequately addressed by the current R&I projects?



• Interdisciplinary / intermedia 
contemporary art forms are 
rarely integrated in curricula →
their effects on skills / 
creativity development is not 
studied.
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What are the specific research aspects of the arts 
not adequately addressed by the current R&I projects?



What are the specific research aspects of the arts 
not adequately addressed by the current R&I projects?

• We act and live on the margins of 
Europe. 

• Our projects are likely to be more 
authentic and sustainable than
benevolent supporting efforts
that come from better-off, 
central regions.
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AMASS projects: 
barks of hope.

• Sustainability is 
key, as innovation 
needs time to be 
embedded in 
practice. 

• Very few studies 
address the 
afterlife of 
projects, - we will.
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